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By Holly Storey

First Lady Rachel Hodges officially kicked off America Recycles Day
(ARD) in South Carolina during a press conference on the State House
grounds on September 24. She presented a proclamation signed by
Governor Jim Hodges declaring November 15, 2002 as South Carolina
Recycles Day and asking South Carolinians to celebrate America
Recycles Day by reducing waste and recycling.

Wanda Crotwell, assistant to the Commissioner for the S.C. Department
of Health and Environmental Control, spoke about the positive impact
recycling is making in South Carolina. In addition, students from Airport
High School in Columbia sang a song entitled “America Recycles Day.”
The tune and lyrics were written by Richard Middleton, president of
Circle Environmental and member of the ARD in South Carolina
Statewide Steering Committee. The First Lady concluded the event by
reading a children’s book entitled “Ready, Set, Recycle” to a group of
second-graders from Windsor Elementary School in Columbia.

More events are scheduled throughout the state preceding America
Recycles Day on November 15. Keep the Midlands Beautiful will host a
Clean Your Files Workshop for local businesses on October 22. The
workshop will provide participants with information for starting and
maintaining a recycling program. For more information about this event,
call (803) 733-1139 or visit www.keepthemidlandsbeautiful.com.

Two Recycling Adventures, hands-on recycling events for school
children, also are scheduled for November 8 at Fort Jackson in Columbia
and November 15 at the York County Museum in
Rock Hill.

ARD is a national celebration set annually on
November 15 to remind us that recycling is working
and the important role each of us plays in keeping
it working. This year’s theme is “Make Every Day
America Recycles Day.”

ARD promotional items are still available for
recycling coordinators to distribute in your area.
These items include challenge cards, posters,
essay brochures and bookmarks. The latter are
provided by the National ARD Board of Directors.
They were designed and printed in South Carolina
and will be distributed to 500,000 people across
the United States as part of the national ARD
celebration. Please call the recycling hot line at
1-800-768-7348 to request these items.

Holly Storey is the chairperson of the America
Recycles Day in South Carolina Statewide Steering
Committee. She also serves as one of two state
representatives for the National America Recycles
Day Board of Directors.
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